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You are kindly invited to the Encounter

“DDT controversy in the face of safe
and effective malaria vector control” (working title)

hosted by Biovision, icipe and Millennium Institute,
with the support of the Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention

Nov.12, 2010: 13:30-15h30

Sandwich lunch from 12h45

Venue: International Environment House 11, 9-15 chemin des Anémones,
1219 Chatelaine, Geneva

The world agrees that DDT poses risks for human health and the environment, but it contin-
ues to be the most produced and used persistent organic pollutant pesticide listed in the
Stockholm Convention (2004). At the same time resistance of targeted insects against DDT
and other chemicals is being observed. National health authorities are allowed to use it against
mosquitoes transmitting malaria under the control of the World Health Organization. Today,
there are about 20 countries that either use DDT or wish to use it if deemed necessary.

To support the phase-out of DDT, the Parties to the Stockholm Convention decided to launch
a Global Alliance of all stakeholders (governments, 1IGOs, NGOs, chemical industry) for the
development and deployment of products, methods and strategies as alternatives to DDT.

As the Stockholm Convention DDT Expert Group meets in Geneva (10-12 Nov.) and pre-
pares new recommendations to the Parties of the Convention on the use of DDT and alterna-
tives for disease vector control, we invite you to an encounter and dialogue on the use of DDT
in the face of safe and effective malaria control.

The roundtable is hosted by:
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Programme

13h30 Welcome word by the hosts
13h45-14h30 Rountable

Panellists are asked to make a short statement of 5 minutes, presenting the 3 key-reasons why
they favour or disagree with the use of DDT for malaria control.

Following the statements, the moderator opens the roundtable to further clarify and question
the positions taken, work out the reasons for conflicting views and test the existence of a con-
sensus with regard to the way forward, towards effective malaria control and the elimination
of DDT as required by the Stockholm Convention.

Invited Panellists include representatives from major stakeholder sectors:
Intergovernmental Organisations: WHO, UNEP

Governments : Uganda, Kenya

Nongovernmental Organisations: Biovision, IPEN/PAN

Industry: Croplife International

Research: icipe, Swiss Tropical Institute, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,
etc.

Funding Institutions: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Global Fund, PMI/RTI

14h30-15h30. Questions of the media. Debate.

Moderation: Fabrice Boulé, Media2l

Biovision was founded with the aim of sustainably improving life for people in Africa while conserving the envi-
ronment as the basis for all life. Biovision Foundation is registered as a charitable organization in Switzerland.
Biovision Foundation has for years been engaged in a positive campaign for malaria control using ecologically
sound methods.

icipe’s mission is to help alleviate poverty, ensure food security and improve the overall health status of peoples
of the tropics by developing and extending management tools and strategies for harmful and useful arthropods,
while preserving the natural resource base through research and capacity building

Millennium Institute’s vision is of a world where society manages its economy equitably, in harmony with its
life-supporting environment and within the available renewable natural resources. Its mission is to help people
and organizations enhance insight for decision-making in complex systems towards the development of a global

sense of shared responsibility about our common future.

Media21 overall objective is to increase the good governance, democracy and accountability by empowering
media and civil society. To this end, Media21 as Global Journalism Network trains local journalists on issues
such as human rights, health, climate change, migration, peace and security and development aid. Media21
seeks to enhance media awareness and improve the independent reporting of the most pressing issues facing the
planet

Contact: Fabrice Boulé, Media21: fboule@media2lgeneva.org; tel. +41 78 661 32 76
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